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EVERYBODY’S GOT A STORY
By Grant W. Saip, Executive Director

In our last newsletter, One Life 
founders Rob & Brenda Wall wrote 
an excellent account of how God 
has called us to community. We 
were reminded that God’s plan for 
us was to live in right relationships 
with Him, ourselves, with others 
and His creation. We are created 
for community.

Celebration Night was our time 
to gather as a community. Team 
alumni, representatives of partner-
ing churches, individual supporters, 
staff and volunteers coming togeth-
er because of a common love affair 
with the people of the San Quintin 
Valley and the hands-on, participa-
tory outreach offered via OLOCM. 
What spoke to me that evening was 
the true sense of community that 
just naturally evolved during the 
informal “reception” portion of the 
evening. No one wanted to leave! 
There were people to meet, friends 
to greet, coffee to drink and des-
serts (oh, the desserts!) to eat. It 
was awesome to witness…we were 
living in sweet community.  And, of 
course, there were stories to tell. 

If you’ve been to San Quintin, then 
likely you’ve got something to share! 
Your story, their story, his story, 
her story. Stories of adventure and 
intrigue, stories of love and compas-
sion, stories of healing and grace, 
stories of mutual transformation (and 
way too many stories about bro-
ken-down vehicles on the side of the 
road!). Yet, all together, it becomes 
our story. A story that began some 
20 something years ago in a young 
man’s heart to share an experience 

through Stoney Creek Expeditions. 
Over time this developed the rela-
tional footings to the communities 
of the San Quintin Valley and the 
launch of One Life One Chance 
Ministries 10 years ago. It’s quite a 
story in itself. Rob & Brenda will be 
the first to tell you that this wasn’t 
their plan, they just wanted to do 

what they could to “make a differ-
ence.” But those early adventures 
continue to have a ripple effect, as 
the impact of OLOCM penetrates 
throughout the San Quintin Valley 
and affects families there in Mexico, 
and also in Canada and the US. 
The story continues to be written.

This past year, by God’s grace 
and the combined efforts of our 
staff and the local church, we’ve 
seen community demonstrated in 

the Unity Project, the Multi-church 
event at Los Olivos, house builds, 
Bible distribution, pastoral equip-
ping, women’s events, kids VBS 
programs, soccer camp and more! 
Your support in prayer and financial 
commitment is paramount for this 
momentum to continue.

We were living in 
sweet community. 

“ “
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EVERYBODY’S GOT A STORY

TELL YOUR STORY
What: 
We want to hear your story! Tell us about your experience in 
Mexico, what impacted you, your thoughts on the Ministry, 
or whatever else you want to write about! You can write it as 
formally as you would like, or you can keep it casual, it is up to 
you! 

Why:
Because God is doing amazing thing through this Ministry and 
through all of you. Your stories are important to us and we want 
to share them. So many people come home with life changing 
stories, and often no one gets to hear them. We want to hear 
your stories!
 
How:
Write an article and send us your pictures! Each  article should 
be around 500 words long or less. There is no limit to the num-
ber of pictures, so send us as many as you want! Email your 
articles and photos to trish@onelifeonechance.ca

Where: 
If selected, we will feature your article and photos on our Face-
book page, Instagram page, and also in our next newsletter. We 
may also feature you on our website, or on our blog. Be a part 
of the OLOCM story. 

God is on the move in Baja Cali-
fornia, Mexico just as He is here at 
home and throughout the world. He 
has a plan and He is at work rec-
onciling all things to Himself. And, 
most assuredly, He will complete 
that work he has begun.  

Join us in this amazing story. His 
story. In it we are simply a commu-
nity of believers living out this One 
Life by serving One God, creating 
One Community, building One 
Kingdom…united by our desire to 
see it fulfilled “on earth as it is in 
Heaven.”
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I am so thankful that God gave me 
the beautiful opportunity of going to 
serve my people in the same way 
I do here in the valley, only in a dif-
ferent scenario. As we were flying 
towards Mexico City I could only 
think of all the things I wanted to do 
in the week we planned on being 
in Morelos, wising to take advan-
tage of every second of our time in 
that place to be useful and to be a 
blessing to the people there. 

Once we were there and met the 
people that we were going to be 
working with and teaching our way 
of doing things, it was very excit-
ing. Even after the tragedy that 
they had gone through, they were 
happy, firm and convinced that God 
had placed a new purpose in their 
lives and that they had to fulfill it as 
God made a way. They talked to us 
about how they lived through the 
earthquake, and how all of those 
events made them turn to God and 
change their lives completely. Be-
fore the earthquake, they were very 
comfortable living their lives, not 
doing wrong, but not doing good 
either. But the earthquake shook all 

the way to their spirits. From then on, 
every person that we met talked to 
us about the moment the earthquake 
happened. To be honest, when I saw 
on TV what happened that day, it 
hurt to see, but nothing compared to 
hearing first hand from those who re-
ally lived it. I felt like I was practically 
there in that moment because of 
the way they told their stories. There 
were two things that coincided in the 
stories of everyone who shared – the 
first was that in the moment of the 
earthquake they looked up to heav-
en and said, “God, is this it? Is this 
really how I am going to die?”, and 
the second is that after the earth-
quake, they couldn’t sleep for days. 
Some of them said that every once 
in a while it’s like they can still feel 
the shaking and the fear they felt in 
that moment. 

I want to share that the people who 
initiated this project aren’t totally 
Christians or firm in the church. We 
had understood before I left that 
it was a group of people from the 
church, and the people we went to 
work with do have connections with 
the church, but aren’t necessarily 

very involved in the church at this 
point. However, I can confidently 
say that these people are closer 
to the presence of God than many 
people who do attend church often 
are. They began supporting peo-
ple by bringing food to zones that 
had been impacted by the earth-
quake, and during that time they 
connected with Pastor David, who 
told them about us and OLOCM 
and what we do in the valley. That 
is how they made the decision to 
want to learn and be able to help 
even more people by building them 
homes. 

TRIP TO MORELOS
By Arturo Molina
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In these zones of Mexico, especial-
ly the state of Morelos, all of the 
houses are made with concrete 
(the floor, walls and roof) and the 
older houses are made of adobe. 
When the earthquake happened, 
families that lived in old adobe 
houses suffered the most because 
theirs were the first houses to be 
destroyed, along with many other 
concrete buildings as well. Recon-
struction is just beginning in these 
areas, and many of the homes or 
buildings will take years to rebuild. 
That’s why the idea of building a 
house of wood in these areas was 
a big novelty – it is easily built, 
finished within days, and once fin-
ished looks great too. 

We found ourselves with a lot of 
difficulties when we began to build 
the first house. One of the problems 
was that the floor that was poured 
didn’t even appear to be that. It 
was very thin and small, so we had 
to completely modify the plans for 
building the house there. Another 
difficulty was finances – the mon-
ey they were counting on hadn’t 
arrived, so we couldn’t advance 
as quickly as we wanted to. We 
were always missing some wood or 
some material, and we had prob-
lems finding the tools we needed 
like saws (since wood is rarely used 
for building in these zones), so the 
majority of the cuts we made were 
done with a hand saw. 

The first house we built was for a 
man who was not close to God but 
was actually very involved in Cath-
olic traditions. But that didn’t matter 
to the people who were helping him 
– they said that God loves them and 
we hoped that through the week 
he could truly see the love of God 
and how He cares for His children. 
That is what happened, and I could 
observe how the seed was planted 
in this man. I know that everything 
has its own process, but I hope that 
the seeds planted in him grow and 
bear fruit soon. During the first week 
I could also really see the great 
hospitality of the people of Morelos; I 
was amazed with their kindness and 
affection towards others. My inten-
tion was to go to that place and be a 
blessing, but truly I am the one who 
came back so blessed. 

To build the second house, we had 
to change our plane tickets and stay 
a few more days due to the prob-
lems we had during the first week. 
Because of all the time we spent 
trying to build the first house and 
the adjustments we had to make, 
they couldn’t really learn the process 

because that first house ended 
up being built very differently than 
what the plans say. But building the 
second house, we used it as the 
opportunity for them to learn and 
base off of that house all the future 
houses they may build. Unfortu-
nately we weren’t able to complete-
ly finish the second house due to 
the limited time – we weren’t able 
to paint or finish the roof, but I told 
them that of course they can call 
me at any time as they finished or if 
they have any questions on how to 
do anything on other houses they 
build. 

I know that God has big plans for 
this group of people that came 
together to serve their people. 
Right now they have the support of 
the church, including one Ameri-
can church, and I believe that God 
is going to form a great ministry 
around what they are doing. I feel 
proud to have been able to form 
part of this group and hope that my 
experience with them will not be the 
last. 

God, is this it? Is this really 
how I am going to die?“ “
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CELEBRATION NIGHT RECAP
At this year’s Celebration Night OLOCM celebrated 10 years of ministry 
and partnerships in the San Quintin Valley! The event was held at Main 
Street Church in Chilliwack and featured a time of worship, led by a team 
from Gracepoint Community Church, project and program updates, and 
a fantastic time of connecting and sharing stories over delicious desserts 
and hot drinks.

Our new Executive Director, Grant Saip shares, “We were grateful to meet 
many of our core ministry supporters during the evening, and to connect 
with many others who are joining One Life in Kingdom building in San 
Quintin.” In addition, we are extremely thankful for the financial support 
that was demonstrated as individuals responded to fund special projects 
and to engage in our monthly support program, “I Love San Quintin”.

Thank-you for your support and interest in this Ministry! We’re looking 
forward to serving with many of you as you join us in the coming year. See 
you soon!
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Join us in the on-going work in San 
Quintin by becoming a monthly 
supporter! For just $35 a month 
you can make a difference in San 
Quintin as One Life encourages, 
equips and supports local pastors 
and ministries in sharing the love of 
Jesus Christ with the marginalized 
and needy in their communities. 

When you partner with OLOCM, 
you’ll be enabling our team in 
Canada and Mexico to continue 
connecting with churches in both 
countries, coming alongside these 

communities as we partner together to 
expand God’s Kingdom. 

Commit to donating monthly to the I 
Love San Quintin program, and you’ll 
receive a limited-edition I Love San 
Quintin t-shirt. Besides that, you’ll be 
fueling the mission of OLOCM as we 
partner with people to transform com-
munities for the glory of God. 

To join this program, go to 
onelifeonechance.ca/give or call Trish 
at our office (604-621-4997) for other 
donating options.

TRANSFORM LIVES FOR JUST $35/MONTH

To donate go to onelifeonechance.ca/give to learn more.

NO OTHER WAY
It has been so humbling to wit-
ness how the Lord is moving in 
the San Quintin Valley. The sto-
ries and emails of lives changed 
continue to come in…and it’s not 
always through our organization, 
but through the Pastors who have 
become our friends and partners. 
We assist, but they always do the 
heavy lifting. 

This year we’ve been able to come 
alongside “Unity Projects”, funded 
from Canada, but brought togeth-
er by the local churches, who 
complete the work and follow-up. 
Arturo and Heather spearheaded 
a multi-church event that saw over 
600 people attend from 15 church-
es. Countless lives were changed, 
including our entire staff. Addition-
ally, Arturo was able to bring one 
of his apprentices, Angel, to Xo-
chitepec, Morelos, after the earth-
quakes there, to teach communities 
how to rebuild homes in the same 
style as our teams have done for 
decades. Lastly, the ministry was 

able to identify house parents for the 
House of Refuge. They will be mov-
ing in shortly, as everything is coming 
together with policy, the government 
and community…and this is just part 
of a bigger, amazing, story.

Thank you to everyone who has giv-
en so much. You may not hear about 
it every day, but please know your 
service and sacrifice has so many 
ripples. Sit with us for an hour and we 

will tell you all about it. I am proud 
to be part of your team.

John 6:35 says, “Then Jesus 
declared, I am the bread of life. 
Whoever comes to me will never go 
hungry, and whoever believes in me 
will never be thirsty.”

Rob & Brenda Wall
President and Founders



Give Thanks:
• For those whom God is calling to join in the work with us in Canada and   
  Mexico
• For a successful and beneficial trip to Xochitepec for Arturo and Angel
• That God works through us and in us as we serve Him
• For continued progress on steps needed to open the House of Refuge

Intercede:
• For the churches of San Quintin as they seek God to turn their 
  communities toward Him
• For spiritual protection over our staff and Board of Directors as they          
  serve
• For families in San Quintin that are struggling during this cooler season   
  when work is hard to come by
• For the ministry as we seek monthly partners to financially support this   
  work

Join our Prayer Team! 
Contact Trish Wiens at: trish@onelifeonechance.ca to learn more.
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Stan Schulz
Executive Assistant Mexico

schulz@onelifeonechance.ca

Trish Wiens
Executive Assistant Canada
trish@onelifeonechance.ca

Caleb Vugteveen
Media Coordinator

caleb@onelifeonechance.ca

Arturo & Heather Molina
Directors of Indigenous Ministry
heather@onelifeonechance.ca
arturo@onelifeonechance.ca

Rob & Brenda Wall
Founders

rob@onelifeonechance.ca
brenda@onelifeonechance.ca

Grant W. Saip
Executive Director

grant@onelifeonechance.ca

Stay up to date by following us on social media!

PO Box 4023 Yarrow Station Main Chilliwack, BC V2R 5H8 CANADA
604-621-4997    info@onelifeonechance.ca    www.onelifeonechance.ca

PRAY WITH US

SUPPORT THE WORK

PARTNERING WITH PEOPLE TO TRANSFORM 
COMMUNITIES FOR THE GLORY OF GOD 

Please prayerfully consider a Year End gift to the ministry 
of OLOCM. Your participation and financial support en-
ables us to carry out the mission God has given us. You 
can contribute in several ways: by mail to the address 
below, on our website (www.onelifeonechance.ca/give) or 
by scanning the QR code to the right. Thanks for partner-
ing with us!

You can direct your donation to:
•  General Fund – supporting daily ministry operations, I Love San 
   Quintin program
•  Staff Support - for ministry staff working in Mexico
•  Community & Ministry Outreach – benevolence, pastoral equipping,   
    small projects, family support
•  Capital Projects – House of Refuge, Dorms
 
If you have questions related to finance, contact Brenda Wall at: 
brenda@onelifeonechance.ca


